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™aodore Ferzl by Alex Blen
ranglated by Veurice Samnel
Jast as every Amsrican school-

boy dresws inspiration from the
1ife of %eorge “eshington, so
avold Awerican Tew be familiar
the 1life of Theodore Herzl,
cunder of modzrn Zionlsm.
2ien makes it clear that the
lea of the reblrth of the Jew-
gt atrte is nothinz new with
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Verzl T =ag in fact, £ar cen-
turies besn te susuaining force

A€ our forcfathers glving them
atth and couraze when the world
ﬂuF 1de offered nothing but »it-

tth the Prenc%
“avnlutions and

tar hatred, Only W
and the Americen

their ustering in of the democra-
tic state, heve the Jews in some

measurs abandoned the Zionistlc
theory. This wtth the hope hthat
th2 new democraciss would ive
them the freedon and pe=ce of
nind that one enjovs as a full
citizen of this countrv.

Herzl was born into this non-
Zionlst, Sq1“1ld*‘0ﬁ1”ﬁ atmosg-
BDhere o wrstern FurHope, born
tnto it ot a time (186% ) when
the Jews had ﬁn%t lately re-

ceived equal richts and thus when

hopes for the future burned
brightest and dreams of squall-
tv scemed within early qudp.

As & newsmaper reporiar an
1itorary critic Terzl wos cﬂt
bty Parls where covered the
nrowfus tratl, "utside the ga“es
£ the Teole "ilibalre he wit-

agag? th ot 11 i eh
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Drevfus was ilgnominonsly strinpped

of his insi:n?a and psraded anong

the troops. At the sams time on-
] 3

e
los¥king ”““non civiliang shonited
"Down with ' i
the Jews!™

At that painful, shattering
moment, en reletes, Terszl
realized that the libzsration from
the ghetto had kecn a fallure and
that anti-senitism existel and
would alwavs ewist 2o long as the
“owg themselves remained thﬁin
foreign states

(e} .

Drevius!

THP solution was clear. Recrll
“re Tewg to their ancestral home=
1qnd. Reconstitute then ss a

“ation. Let them control the
arritorv on which thev dwell,

Page Three
Then, and only then, will thoy be freo
people; bocause they will be frec
from thec distrust, fcar, and dislike
of thc Gentiles,

Meny peoplc at first thought Horzl
mad, thought him an impractical
dreemer, but for nine ycars until
his decth in 1904, hc gave his life
to Zionism. Bien rclates in an ebsor=
bing manncr how Herzl ncgoticted with
tho leandcrs of the governments of the
vorld, how he enlisted the support
of wealthy Jewish philanthropists
end fired the zcal of the dovmtrodden
J.ws of Poland and Russic. For Hecrzl
litorally orgenizoed millions to
thought and cetion wherc before
there had been only frustrated, hzlp-
less longing.

“"If we will it, it is no droam,"
said Horzl. And with boundless
cnorgy ond amazing porsistcnce he
worked and fought for the Jewish State,

Theodore Herzl is o wonderful
book that every Jew should rcad.

Sidney Silvian
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