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8 a2 JUDAISM & PEACE

Shaloml Peacel! This is the tra-
ditional sslutation of Jews
throughout the ages snd strikes
the Veynote, if a relizion can
have a kevnote, of Judaism. In
the Bible, the Midrash, %he
Talmud, Rabbinical teachings of =
anclent days to modern times,
and in our pravers, etsrnal peace
14 the undving, fervent wish of
our people.,

Ttids saild in, Gt
entire Torah exists only for the

ke of peace, as it is written
wars are wayvs of plessant-
and all its paths are poacst"
onstantly pravs "Irant us -
€&, and enable Israszl to b
its messenger unto the people
he earth."

We Jews crystallize this pray-

tim, Y"The

er for everlasting peace in our vi

vision of estabiikhmant of the
Kingdom of God on Earth - the
Messlanic Age. We eagerly look
forward to the day when war,
oppression, and wickedness will
be at an end, and in their place
peace, freedom, and lovingkind-
ness will dominate. This dreanm
of the future, that ¢lveg mean-
ing to our lives and to ocur his-
torythat sets a goal for our 1iv
lives, is our home for the
ushering in of an unending ecra
of peawe, ’
But what shall be the basis,
the foundation for this peace we
seak? The Rabbis say "The world
rests upon three thinss: on Jus-
tice, on truth, and on REACOs
And all three ars one, for
where there is justice, thereo
is also truth and thers is peace."
Here 1s our answer. Peace with-
out justice would be pure follys
It would not only be morally ‘
condemnable and contrary to our
high concept of righteousness,
but would work against man's
very nature and would be un-
worlrable fob any length of time,
Thus far this is on a lofty,
ldealistic level, so let us Fel
our heads out of the clouds and
descend to earthly realisms, We
must do more than realize the
blessings of peace, do more than

~in theory.

pray for its early inception, do
more than envision its coming in
the Messianic Age. We must exa-
mine and study the world situation
and then use our rational powers
to find the best solution. When

w2 arrive at this solution, we
must work hard and give our all

to attain our goal of peace.

To yank out the ugly weed of
war end to plant in its place the
beautiful rose of peace, we must
find the cause of the roots of
this weed,

The only cause of war is anar-
cay. Throughout history, wars of
a greater or lesser degree have
been waged between separate sov-
erelign units, and only when this
soverelgnty 1s transferred to a
algher community embracing these
separsete units has peace been es-
tablished. :

Down through the stages of

- history, we have man, the family,
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the tribe, the city, the feudal
lord, the nation. ERach fought
with its corresponding unit until
the sovereignty of each was limite:
and transferred to a larger, all
inclusive unit. Within that lar-
ger unit peace reigned among the
people until that unit battled
with a similar unit.

But we still will not learn
our lesson. e insist upon re-
taining our eighteenth century
nation-state system in a twen-
tieth century world, Scientifical-~
ly, we have made enormous strides.
Politizcally, we have stood still,
The nations of the world become
more and more interdependent
every day in every way, with
grcatly improved communication
and transportation systems making
the world one in fact as well as
When will we supposed-
17 intslligent mortals wake up
and realize we rust modify our
ithteenth century nation-state
ystems. and form at least a lim-
ted world zovernment?

What? And zive up our sover-
eignty you say? The only sover-
eignty this or any nation has is
within its own boundaries. Other
countrizs can do as they please
affecting us, and force us to act
contrary to our original desires.
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