MEANING OF GOD IS REAL
ON BATTLEFIELD, -RABBI SAYS

This article appeared in the Herald,; Miami, Fla., in December
1965, It's author, Edmond Gong, isone of Dade Gcunty's state rep-
resentatives., He toured Southeast Asia and repcrted on the part
religion plays in the Vietnam war. . -

Danang. South Vietnam -~ Religion becomes more meaningful to our
men fighting in Vietnam because death lurks all around,

There is no front and the Viet Cong cannot be distinguished from
the South Vietnamese, The conflict, teco. is escalating.

Because of the greater syiritual needs of our men and their scat-
tered locations, Chapiainas are having to ride circuit,

I met one of "thesc Chaplains today., _

He is Li#. Rckert L, Reimer, 30, of Aberdeen, Washington, or more
correctly Pabbi Reiner, ;

"T administer +o the spiri
the I Corps area {the north
ful graduase of the Uni

There are approximatel

tual needs of Jewish military men in
n geazber of Vietnam) smiled the youth-
washington and Hebrew Union College,
congrefants of the Rabbi's with over

100 in the Danang area. M > oU thenm are hebween 18 and 21 and are
with the Marines here. at Ch: fai and Pouw Bai," he explained.

~ He imiroduced his assistant, Marine Corps Corporal Ray W, La:
man, of Brnxz, N, Y, Hisduties are to follow the Chaplain wherewe:s
he goes iv assist in the conducting of sewvices and Lo act as lay ilecd.
er when the Chaplain ig cixouit riding,

Landsman, 22, won a Turple Heart last Moy during the G Lei Ov-
eration, He stepped cn a mine. "It blecr the heels off my combat boots
and killed the man walking behind me," Landsman said.

Landsmoan was lucky., Whoever detenates a land mine usually gets
it the worst,

"He was supposed to have been up here for an intericw the very
day he was wounded," said Rabbi Reiner,

We discussed the effect of war on the rabbi's congregants. '"The
meaning of death and the meaning of God become real. The men have rore
time to read serious religious literature during the lulls in the fight-
ing," he contimed.

The Jewish Welfare Board provides many of the religious bocks,

"They also provide us with Kosher foods--canned gefilte fish, matzch
ball soup, salami and even bagels now and then," said Landsman with a
hungry expression.

The sccond day he was in Vietnam he recceived two bagels in the mail,
"They were a little hard but they sure tasted good," he laughed.

A group of students at the College of the Pacific in Stockton, Cal-
ifornia, scnt homemade Chanukkah decorations, candies and gifts, 'We
will light the first candle on December 18 and then go on to December 2éth,"
said Rabbi Reinew,

in order to be able to ride the circuit and conduct service in des.-
troyers, aircraft carriers, jungle commsed posts, chapels, bunkers or in
“the open, the rabbi must be able to be mobile and have all the necessary
religious orticles with hin,

To solve the problem, the Navy has supplied hin with an altar kit
comprised of a sct of small Torah scrolls, Yarrmlkers, (skullcaps) 9
Taleyceen prayer books, bibles, shofar, prayer shawl and nenorah,




The articles fit ncatly in a folding sage the size of an average
suitcase, It is light enough for one mn & carry iteasily,

While traveling around Rabbi Reiner spends alot of time before and
after every service to couhselt and confort ten concernihg their per-
sonal problens, :

The biggest norale booster is. ndil<fron home because there arc
no recreational outlets in combat, "Mail reprcsents America, horme and
a familiar socicty so very much different fron the one here,"

One of the biggest morale despressors is when a nmar does not aet
mail from his wife or learns that she is running sround, This is cspe=
cially acute when there are children involved, )

Rabbi Reiner and Corporal Landsman had to leave to go to the I
Corps hospital where casualties are brought directly fron the battle-
field. As a Chaplain he admimistered to members of all faiths.

"We could not function without the aid of all the other Chaplains-
we were "ecumenical before the Ecumenmical Council canme into being,"
he said just before saying goodbye and driving off in a jeep for "Charlie
LLd.a



